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CHAPTER 117
SCHOOL DISTRICT REORGANIZATION

117.01 Applicability. 117.132 Territory annexed to certain municipalities.

117.03 Definitions. 117.14 Appeal to court.

117.05 Generalprovisions. 117.15 Criteria for school district reganizations.

117.08 Consolidation of school districts. 117.17 Reoganization order

117.09 Consolidation of union high and elementary school districts. 117.20 Referendum procedures.

117.10 Dissolution of a school district. 117.22  School boards in new school districts.

117.105 Creation of a school district. 117.25 Transferof assets, liabilitieand employes; agreements between consoli
117.11 Detachment and attachment ofgarerritory datingschool districts.

117.12 Detachment and attachment of small territory initiated by owner 117.27 Change of district type.

117.13 Detachment and attachment of small territory initiated by school boardkl7.30 Attachment upon failure to operate school.

Cross-reference: See definitions in €15.001 schooldistricts with lage enroliments. Any action of timard

. - . underthis chapter requires thdfiahative vote of at least 4 of the
117.01 Applicability. This chapter does not apply to an : .
schooldistrict reoganization &gcting a school district operatingy7 members appointed under this paragraph.

underch. 119, (b) School boad. Any action by a school board under this
History: 1989 a. 14. chapterequires the &ifmative vote of a majority aits full authe
rized membership.
117.03 Definitions. In this chapter: (3) JOINT MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. The school boards of the
(1) “Affected school district” means the entire territory of anaffectedschool districts may hold joint meetings or joint public
of the following school districts: hearingsin any reoganization proceeding under this chapter
(&) A school district from which any territory is detached or (4) LIMITATIONS ON PROCEEDINGS. (@) Pending poceedings.
proposedo be detached. A reoganization proceeding is pending from the date that a peti
(b) A school district to which any territory is attached or-praion is filed under s117.105(1) (a) 117.11 (2)or117.12 (2)or a
posedto be attached. resolutionis adopted under §17.08 (1) 117.09 (1) 117.10 (1)

(c) A school district that is consolidated with one or more othéi7.105(1) (b) 117.13 (2)or 117.132 (2)until the date on which
schooldistricts or proposed to be consolidated with one or mattee latest of any of the following occurs:

other school districts. 1. An order granting the reganization takes fefct.
(d) A school district that is dissolved or proposed to be dis 2. The reaganization is denied and, following the denéaly
solved. time periodfor requesting a referendum, requesting review by the
(2) “Appeal panel” means a panel appointed by ttate boardor making arappeal to an appeal panel, unded$3.08to
superintendentainder s117.05 (1) 117.132 has expired.

(3) “Board” means the school distrisbundary appeal board.  (b) Limitation if poceeding is pending; state aid apportion
(3m) “Enrollment” means the number of pupils enrolled, ament. While a reoganization is pending, as provided ungac
providedunder s121.05 (1) (a)on the most recent of the preeed(a) or under s117.01 (1) (d) 1987 stats.:

ing 3rd Friday of September or 2nd Friday of January 1. Any other reaganization proceeding commenced or order
(4) “Equalized valuation” has the meaningiven under s. madethat includes any territory included in the pendinggeni-
121.004(2). o o zationproceeding is void.
(5) “Reorganization’means the consolidation @for more 2. State aid shall be apportioned to thieeted school dis
schooldistricts, the dissolution of a school district, the detachmegits as if the reaganization had not been initiated.
of territory from one school district and itditachment to an
adjoiningschool district or the creation of a school district.
History: 1989 a. 14; 1995 a. 271997 a. 27

(c) One-year limitation on consideration of transferd..
Exceptasprovided under sub@., no petition for the detachment
of territory from one school district and itditachment to an
117.05 General provisions. (1) ApPEALPANELS. The state adjoiningschool district may bfled under s117.11 (2)or117.12
superintendenshall appoint 3 members of the board to hed4®) before the 2nd July 1 following the filing of a petition under
appealdiled under ss117.12 (4)and117.13(3). No 2 members s.117.11 (2)or117.12 (2)for any reoganization that includes any
of the appeal panehay be board members from any of the followof the same territory
ing kinds ofschool districts: those with small enroliments, those 2. The limitation under subd.. does not apply if the school
with medium enrollments or those withdarenroliments. boardof each d&cted school district adopts a resolution waiving

(1m) BOARD AND APPEAL PANEL MEETINGS. The statesuperin  the limitation. If a schooboard denies a request for a waiver
tendentshall set the time and place for meetings of the haadldr underthis subdivision, the denial may not be appealed under this
$s.117.1Q0117.105 (2m)117.12 (5)and117.132and for meetings chapter.

of appeal panels under 44.7.12 (4)and117.13 _ (d) Four-year limitation onconsideration of @ation of a
NOTE: Sub. (1m) isshown as affected by two acts of the 1997 legislatuand schooldistrict. 1. Except as provided in sutd, no petition may

asmerged by the evisor under s. 13.93 (2) (c). N . . .
(2) SELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS FOR EACH REVIEW; BOARD be filed or resolution adopted for the creation of a new school dis

AND SCHOOLBOARD VOTING REQUIREMENTS. (a) Board. The state trict under s117.105 (1) (apr (b) before the 5Sth July 1 following
superintendenshall appoint 7 membexs the board to perform thefiling of a petition under sl17.105 (1) (apr the adoption of
any review under ss117.1Q 117.105 (2m) 117.12 (5)and aresolution under s117.105 (1) (b)for any reoganization that
117.132 The 7 members shall include the state superintendentiludesany of the same territary

his or her designee aifie board, 2 board members from school 2. The limitation under subd.. does not apply if the school
districts with small enroliments, 2 board members from schobbardof each d&cted school district adopts a resolution waiving
districts with medium enrollments and 2 board members frothe limitation. If a schooboard denies a request for a waiver
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underthis subdivision, the denial may not be appealed under this(c) The state superintendent may desa person filing a notice
chapter. of appeal under 417.12 (4)or117.13 (3)a fee sufcient toreim-

(5) ALL TERRITORY IN SCHOOL DISTRICT; CONTIGUOUS UNION bursethe department for the costs of the appeal panel under s.
HIGH SCHOOLDISTRICTTERRITORY. () Territory in district. Allter-  117.12(4)or117.13 (3) The secretary of the board shall collect
ritory within this state shall be included in a school district operdfe fee and forwardt to the state superintendent. The state super
ing elementary school grades and a schisitict operating high intendentmay not chage any person who files a notice of appeal
schoolgrades or in a school district operating both elementary a#gders.117.12 (4)and is chayed the fee under this paragraph any
high school grades. No territory may be detached from a sch@éitionalfee for review by the board under1$.7.12 (5)
district unless by the same ordeidtattached to another school (10) STATE SUPERINTENDENTTO ADVISE. The state superinten
district or included in a new schodistrict created by the order dentshall advise and consult with schbwlards regarding school
No territory may be detached froaschool district that operatesdistrict organization andeoganization. If, in the state superin
high school grades unless by the same order it is attached téegdent'sopinion, one or more school distrigsould be created,
included in another school district that operates hggthool altered,consolidated or dissolved, he or she may make recom
grades. mendationgo the school boards of thefedted school districts.

(b) Contiguous uniomigh school district territory No terr 5‘7'5%% Jogoa. %24) %CS)? 1993 . 3921995 a. 2353927103930 9145 (1)1997
tory may be detached from a union higthool district so as to

makeparts of the school district noncontiguous. 117.08 Consolidation of school districts. (1) INTiATION

(7) VALIDATION OF scHooL DISTRICTS. No appeal or other or procepURES. The school boards @ or more school districts
actionattacking the legality of the formation of a school districinay adopt resolutions stating that theill consider consolidating
eitherdirectly or indirectlymay be taken after the period providedheir school districts. The schodistrict clerk of each school
unders.893.74 This subsection shall Biberally construed to boardadopting a resolutionnder this subsection shall send a cer
effectthe legislative purpose to validate and medeain the legal tified copy of the resolution to the school boards of each of the
existenceof all school districts in this state, however created atheraffected school districts and to the secretary of the board.
reorganizedand tobar every right to question the existence of a (2) SchooLBoArRDACTION. In the first July beginning after the
schooldistrict inany manner and to bar every remedy relating t@joptionof resolutions by 2 or more school boards under(dip.
the formation of a school district notwithstanding any defects the school boards of the fatted school districts may order the
irregularities, jurisdictional or otherwise, in any action or pro schooldistricts consolidated by the adoption, by eachhoke
ceedingcommenced after the expiration of theriod provided in - schoolboards, of a resolution ordering the consolidatiBailure
unders.893.74 of a school board to adopt a resolution either ordering or denying

(8) INFORMATION ON REORGANIZATION PROCEDURES. The the consolidation before August 1 constitutes a denial of the con
departmenshall prepare aritten description of the proceduressolidationby that school board. The school district clerk of each
for school district reganizations under s$17.08to 117.132and schoolboard adopting a resolution under this subsection, either
distributecopies to school district clerks. A school district clerbrderingor denying a consolidation, shall, within 5 days after the
shallgive a copy of the description to any person, upon requeatioptionof the resolution, send a certified copy of the resolution
andto any persofiiling a petition with the clerk under $17.08 to the school boards of each of the othéeaéd school districts
(3) (a) 2,117.09 (3) (a) 2.117.105 (1) (a)117.11 (2)or (4) (a) andfile a certified copy of the resolution as provided under s.
2.0r117.12 (2) at the time the petition is filed. 117.17(2). If the school board of eachfedted school district

(9) BOARD AND APPEAL PANEL FEES. (@) The state superinten @doptsa resolution ordering the consolidation, the consolidation
dentmay chage the following persons a fee fcient toreim  Shall take effect on the following July 1, unless a referendum
bursethe departmerfor the costs of the board under 7.1 ~ Undersub.(3) is required.

117.105and117.132 (3) RerFerenDuUM. (a) If the school boardf each dected
NOTE: Par. (a) (intro.) is shown as affected by two acts of the 1997 legislatur  SChooldistrict adopts a resolution orderingonsolidation under
and as merged by the evisor under s. 13.93 (2) (c). sub.(2), a referendum on the consolidation shall be held yvater

1. The school boards of thefated school districts under s.(b) if one of the following occurs:
117.105if they fail to reach agreement undet7.105 (1m) (h) 1. At the time of adopting the resolution under @, the
2. A person whdiles a petition requesting review by theschoolboard of any décted school district directs the holding of

boardunder s117.105 (2m) areferendum.
3. A school board that adopts a resolution to dissolve the 2. Before the 2nd Jesdayof September following the adop
schooldistrict under s117.10 (2) tion of the resolutions under su@), a petition conforming to the
4. A school board that requests review by the board undefgguirementsf s.8.40requesting a referendum, signed by at least
117.132(4) (a) 1. 10% of the electors who reside in anymited school QIStI’ICt, is
A hdil i ; ; h f|led with the clerk of the school dlstnpt that has the h!ghest equal
boa?dundg?r:flnlvi/;zﬂ(i? (3)p§'tlt|on requesting review by t elzedvaluatlon of the &tcted school districts. The validity of the

(b) The clerk of the school district ordering the dissolution @e)t.ltlon shall be governed by the rules promulgated unde4@.

requestingeview shall pay the fee under [faj 3.or4. to the state - " .
superintendent. The clerk of each décted school district shall _(P) If a referendum is directed or a petition requesting a-refer
pay the fee under pata) 1.to thedepartment [state superinten endumis filed under pafa), the school district clerk of the school

dent]. The department [stagiperintendent] shall allocate the fe@©ard adopting the resolution or the school district clerk receiving
underpar (a) 1.among the school districts from which territor he petition shall |mmed|atgly_not|fy the school boards of each of
is being detached to create a new school district if there is m golthir affecteﬁ S.Cho.ﬁl dlstrlc;s, the secretatryfof ;hehb_oard and
thanone such school district. The secretary of the board shall fi aec erk of each cityvillage or town, any part of which is con

- inedwithin an afected school district. The referendum shall be
gﬁféﬂﬁ feeollected under pafa) 1.and5. 1o the state supefin heldin the afected school districts as provided undetls.20

NOTE: Par. (b) is shown as affected by two acts of the 1997 legislauand Votesshall be counted separately for eadhaéd school district.

asmerged by the evisor under s. 13.93 (2) (c). The bracketed language cects (4) RerFerReNDUMRESULTS. If a majority of the votes cast in

languageinserted by 1997 Ws. Act 286without taking into account the treat-  agch affected school district is in favor of consolidation. the
ment of this provision by 1997 Wis. Act 27. Act 27 changed eferences in this g . . ;
paragraph from “department” to “state superintendent”. Corr ective legislation schooldistricts shall be consolidated on the foIIowmg ‘]Uly 1. At

is pending. the time of canvassing the returns, the school boards of the
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affectedschool districts shall make and file an order of schoel disicts shall make and file an order of school district gamization
trict reoganization under 417.17 (2) unders.117.17 (2)

History: 1989 a. 14,192,287, 1991 a. 32 (5) ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT IN MORE THAN ONE UNION

o ) . HIGH SCHOOLDISTRICT. (@) If a school district that operates only

117.09  Consolidation of union high and elementary  glementarygrades has territory in more than one union high
school districts. (1) INITIATION OF PROCEDURES. The school  schooldistrict, it may consolidate under this section only with the
boardof a unionhigh school district and the school boards of anynjon high school district invhich more than 50% of its territory
of the school districts operating only elementary grades whese {f measuredy equalized valuation, is located. Only the territory
ritory is includedn the union high school district may adopt resoyf the elementary school district that is located in that union high
lutions stating that they will consider consolidating the union higéchooldistrict shall bencluded in the newly created common or
school district and all of the elementary school districts whose tgpified schooldistrict operating both elementary and high school
ritory is included in the union high school district to create®  grades.
mon or unified school district operating both elementarytugid (b) The remaining territory of the elementary school district

schoolgrades. The school district clerk of each school boagly||he attached, by the re@nization order issued under s(@).
adoptinga resoluthn under this subsection sisalhd a certified or(4),toa schooi district that operates only elementary grtbs
copy of the resol_utlc_)n to the school boards of each of the Oﬂ}?ﬁsterritory located irthe union high school district attended by
affectedschool districts and to the secretary of the board. the high school pupils who reside in the territory beitached.

(2) ScHooLBOARDACTION. (@) In the first July beginning after
the adoption of resolutions under sifb), the school board of the ; (c) Upon therequest of the school board of arfeafed school

union high school district and the school boards of one or more g,

) : - . > which elementary school district territory shall be attacineder
equalizedvaluation of the union high school district, may ordeg,, (b). The board shall issue an order that eithémag the
the union highschool district and all of the elementary school digyachmenof the territory as specified in the ordeder sub(2)

tricts whose territory is included in the union high schdistrict . (4) or modifies the order under su@) or (4) by attaching all

consolidatedo create a common or unified school district opergh, hart of the territory to one or more other school districts identi
ing both elementargnd high school grades by the adoption of g4 under par(b).
resolution ordering the consolidation by each school board. (d) Upon the request of the school boardrof afected school

(b) Failure ofa school board to adopt a resolution under pgjisirict, the board shall review any proposed apportionment of
(2) before August 1, either orderingdenying the consolidation, 55setand liabilities under $6.03 (2¢) (a) 1.between thechool
constitutesa denial of the consolidation by that school board. TRfstrict created by the consolidation under. firand anyelemen
schooldistrict clerk of each school board that adoptssalution  t4ry school district to which territoris proposed to be attached

orderingor denying a consolidation under p@) shall, within 5 ngerpar (b) or(c), and shall issue an ordefiahing or modify-
days after the adoption of the resolution, send a certified copy4 that apportionment.

theresolution tahe school boards of the othefeated school dis  istory: 1989 a. 14, 192

tricts and file a certified copy of the resolutias provided under

s.117.17 (2) If a consolidation is ordered under.ffa), the con  117.10 Dissolution of a school district. (1) INITIATION OF
solidationshall takeeffect on the following July 1, unless a refer procepures. A school board may adopt a resolution statiay
endumis required under sulB). it will consider dissolvinghe school district. The school district

(3) Rererenbuwm. (a) If a consolidation is ordered under sukzlerk of a school board adopting a resolution undershizssection
(2) (a), a referendum othe consolidation shall be held under. pashallsend a certifiedopy of the resolution to the secretary of the
(b) if one of the following occurs: board.

1. Before the 2nd Tesdayof September following the adop ~ (2) ScHooLBOARDACTION. In the first July beginning after the
tion of the resolution ordering consolidation under ¢Rp(a) the adoptionof a resolution under sufl), the school board may order
schoolboard of any décted school district directs the holding ofthe school district dissolved by adopting a resolution ordetieg
areferendum. dissolution. Failure of a school board to ad@ptesolution either

2. Before the 2nd Tesdayof September following the adop orderingor denying the dissolution before Augdstonstitutes a
tion of the resolutionsndersub.(2) (a) a petition conforming to denialof the dissolution by the school board. The school district
the requirements of 8.40requesting a referendum, signed by §lerk of a school board adopting a resolution under this subsec
least10% ofthe electors who reside in anyemted school district, tion, either ordering or denying a dissolution, shall file a certified
is filed with the clerk of the union high school district. The validCcOPY Of the resolutioras provided under §17.17 (2) A school
ity of the petition shall bgoverned by the rules promulgatedPoardorder undethis subsection is notfettive unless &fmed
unders.8.40 (3) by the board under suf4).

(b) If a referendum is directed or a petition requesting a-refer (3) Apvisory REFERENDUM. (a) If the school board adopts a
endumis filed under pafa), the school district clerk of the school®S0lutionunder sub(2) ordering a dissolution, an advisasfer
board adopting the resolution or the school district clerk receiviﬁ?dum on the dissolution shall be held under this subsection if one
the petition shall immediately notify the school boards of each 8f the following occurs:
the other afected school districts, the secretary of the board and 1. At the time of adopting the resolution under @, the
the clerk of each cityvillage or town, any part of which is con sphoolbparddirects the holding of an advisory referendum on the
tainedwithin an afected school district. The referendum shall beissolution.

heldin the union high school district as provided undéni3.20 2. Before the 2nd Tesdayof September following the adop
Votesshallbe counted separately for the union high school distrigtn of the resolution under sug2), a petition conforming to the
andeach dected elementary school district. requirement®f s.8.40requesting an advisory referendum, signed

(4) ReFERENDUMRESULTS. If a majority of the votesast in the Dy at least 10% of the electors wheside in the &kcted school
union high school district and in a majority ible afected elemen dlst_r!ct, is filed with the school district clerk. The validity of the
tary school districts is in favoof consolidation, the union high petitionshall be governed by thiales promulgated under&40
schooldistrict and all of the &cted elementary school districts(3)-
shallbe consolidated on the following July 1. At the time ofcan (b) If an advisory referendum is directed or a petition request
vassingthe returns, the school boards of theeted schootlis  ing an advisory referendum is filed unger (a), the school dis
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trict clerk shall immediately notify the secretary of the board arlkle assignment ofissets and liabilities as provided i66.03 (2¢)
the clerk of each cityvillage or town, any part of which is con (b). In determining the precise boundaries,dbleool boards may
tainedwithin the school district. The advisory referendum shatiot detach territory from any additional school districts. @lleek
be held in the school district as provided undetls.20 of the school district that has the highest equalized valuation of the
(4) BoaRD REVIEW. After the 2nd Tiesday of September fol affectedschool districts shall notify the board of their agreement
lowing the adoption of the resolution under s{@), if no advisory o their failure to reach agreement.
referendunis required, or after the advisory referendum, if one is (c) If the school boards of a majority the afected school dis
held,the board shall review the dissolution and, before the followicts fail to agree on the precise boundariesmthe apportion
ing January 15, issuan order either &ifming or denying the mentof assets and liabilities by October 15 under (@ the
schoolboards dissolution order The order shall be in writing, boardshall issue an ordeioing so by the following February 15.
shallincludea statement of the reasons for the order and shalllbedetermining the precise boundaries ofpheposed school dis
filed as provided under 417.17 (2) If the board dirms the trict, the board may not detach territory from any additional school
school boards dissolutionorder the board shall also issue ardistricts.
orderassigning thechool districts assets and liabilities under s. (2) ScHooL BoARD ACTION. Before the January 15 following
66.03(2c) (a) 1. and the school distristterritory to one or more the determination of the precise boundaries of the propasteabl
otherschool districts, and providing for the emplopéshe dis  districtand the apportionment of assets and liabilities under sub.
solvedschool district under 417.25(3). If the board dfrms the  (1m) (b) or before the April 15 following an order issuggthe
schoolboards dissolution ordetthe school district shall be dis boardunder sub(1m) (c) the school board of eactiedtedschool
solvedon the following July 1. district shall adopt a resolution ordering @enying the creation
(5) EFFECTOFNEW BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. A school district  of the school district. The resolution shall state the school lsoard’
may not be dissolved under this section if it has constructed a ria@tionalefor ordering or denying the reganization andnclude
school building within the3 years immediately preceding theanevaluation of each of tHactors specified in 417.15 Failure
adoptionof a resolution under suf2) and, on the date the resolu of a school board to adopt a resolution either ordering or denying
tion is adopted, the school district has outstanding debt for tthe creation of the school district before the applicable date
building. This subsection does not apply if the school district tequiredunder this subsection constitutes a denial ottbation
which the building is assigned under s(#).agrees to accept bothof the school district by that school board. The school district
the school building and the outstanding debt for the school-builderk of each school board adopting a resolution under this subsec
ing or, prior to the dective date of the dissolution, the building igion, either ordering odenying the reganization, shall, within
soldand the debt is paid. 5 days aftethe adoption of the resolution, send a certified copy
History: 1989 a. 14,192, 287. of theresolution to the school boards of each of the otlfiectatd
schooldistricts andile a certified copy of the resolution as pro
117.105 Creation of a school district. (1) INnTIATION OF  videdin s.117.17 (2)
PROCEDURES. Procedures to create a school district from the terri (2m) Boarp ReviEw. (a) The board shall review a proposed
tory of one or more existing school districts may be initidfgd reorganizatiorunder this section if any of the following occurs:

any of the following methods: 1. The school board of eactfexfted school district issues an

(a) Before July 1 of any yeaa written petition requesting the orderunder sub(2) granting the proposegoganization, and a
creationof a schooldistrict may be filed with the clerk of the petition for board review ahe proposed reganization, signed
school district that has the highest equalized valuation of thg at least 10% of theumber of electors residing in the territory
affectedschool districts. The petition shall be signed by at least the afected school districts that is not within the proposed
20%of the total number of electors residing in tHeetedschool  schooldistrict, is filed with the secretary of the board. The petition
districtsand by at least 5% of the numberetéctors residing in shall be filed by February 15 following the school board action
eachaffected school district. The school distitgrk with whom under sub(2), or by May 15 following the school boasadtion
the petition is filed shall immediately send a certified notice of thgdersub.(2) if the board issued an order under gdim) (c)
petitionto the school board of eacHeafted schootlistrict and to 2. The school board of any of thefeafted school districts
the secretary of the board. The petition shall include the appro¥ksyesan order under sukR) denying the proposed re@miza-
mateboundaries of the proposed school district. tion, and a petition for board review of the proposedganiza-

(b) Before July Iof any yearthe school board of each schootion, signed by at least 10%f the number of electors residing in
district from which territory will be detached to create the-praeachaffected school districtis filed with the secretary of the
posedschool district may adopt a resolution stating that the scha@lard. The petition shall be filed by February 15 followithg
boardwill consider the creation of the school district. The resolgchoolboard action under sut®), or by May 15 followingthe
tion shall include the approximate boundaries of the proposschoolboard action under sut®R) if the board issued an order
schooldistrict. The school distriatlerk of each school board undersub.(1m) (c)
adoptinga resolution under thisaragraph shall send a certified (b) Upon receipt of a petition for review under.gaj; the see
copy of the resolution to the school boards of each of the oth@kary of the board shall immediatehyptify the school board of
affectedschool districts and to the secretary of the board.  eachaffected school district and the board shall hold a piniglar

(Im) HEARING; BOUNDARIES; ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. (&) ing on the proposed regainization. After the hearing and after
Uponreceipt of a petition or notice under s(b). (a) or upon the consultingwith the school boards of tledfected school districts,
adoptionof a resolution and the receipt of copies of resolutiolmt before May 15, théoard may modify the boundaries of the
adoptedoy the school boardf each of the other fafcted school proposedschool district and the apportionmentaskets and la
districtsunder sub(1) (b), the school board shdibold a public bilities between the &cted school districts and theoposed
hearingon the proposed regainization. schooldistrict unless thdoard determined the boundaries and

(b) Beforethe October 15 following the receipt of a petitior@pportionmentinder sub(lm) (c) The board may not modify the
or notice under suk1) (a)or the adoption of resolutions underboundariedy detaching territory from any additional schootdis
sub.(1) (b), the school boards of thefedted school districts may tricts.
by the adoption of resolutions by the school boards of a majority (bm) If the board modifies the boundaries or the apportion
of the afected school districts, agree on the precise boundariesyeéntof assets and liabilities under pdn), it shall immediately
the proposed school district artde apportionment of the assetsotify the school board of eaelffected school district, and before
andliabilities between the &fcted school districts and the pro June 15the school board of eacHexdted school district may pro
posedschool district according to the criteria unde8&03 (2c) ceedunder sub(2) to issue an order either granting or denying the
The school boards may establish an alternatiethod to govern proposedreoiganization, as modified bthe board. The board
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shallthen proceed under péc) without the filing of a new peti applyif the school district was created by detaching territory from
tion under par(a) but may not issue an order unger (c) before asingle school district, and the consolidation undérl3.08or
June?1. 117.090r the attachment under®l7.1Q 117.110r 117.132will

(c) By August 1 following receipt of a petition for reviemder consolidatgthe SChOO|.diS.triOlVi'[|’.l, or reattach its territory to, the
par.(a), the board shall issue ander either granting or denying Schooldistrict from which its territory was detached by teega-
the proposed reganization. The order shall state the baardnizationwhich created the school district.
rationaleand include an evaluation of each of the factors specifiediistory: 1997 a. 286
in s.117.15 The board may overturn the decision of the scho

boardsonly if it finds that the school boards’ conclusions regar 17.11 Detachment and attachment of large territory.

ina the f r ified in $17.15aren r he f 1) AppLicaTION. This section applies to the detachment of-terri
ing the factors specified in 17.15arenot supported by the aCtstory from one school district and its attachment to an adjoining

or that the school boards did not properly apply these facmrs'schooldistrict if ane of the following applies:

(3) Rererenoum. (@) A referendum shall be held under. par (a) The assessed value of the territory propdséx detached

() ian_l}/hof thi f0|II%WIn%OCiurﬁ: f thefadted schooblistrict from one school district and attached to an adjoining school dis
' € school boards or all 0 €d schootlistricts trict, divided by the assessment ratio of thgation district, is

ggi?g?:vg\?vposed reganization and there is no petition filed forg 416 or greater than 7% of the equalized valuation o$theol

L district from which the territory is proposed to be detached.
zfthThe schoo(ldeboard;‘, 0{. all of thﬁ@tefd st():ho%tilstrllcts __ (b) Seven percent or more of the enrollment of the school dis
?Ir a('; 3 {)r:opbose q oga?lzalon, ape Iollon or t_oar FeVIEW ISyrict from which the territory is proposed to be detached resides in
lled and the board grants the proposedgaoization. _ theterritory proposed to be detached from that school district.
3. The school board of one or more of theeted schootlis

tricts denies th izati tition for board (2) INmIATION OF PROCEDURES. A majority of the electors
ricts denies the proposeoganization, a petition for board oqjgingin territory proposed to be detached from one schoel dis
reviewis filed and the board grants the proposedganization.

) ] trict and attached tan adjoining school district, or owners of

_ (b) Ifareferendum is required under pay, the board shall morethan 50% of the territory proposed to be detached &noen
immediately notify the school boardsf each of the &écted schooldistrict and attached to an adjoining schistrict, as mea
schooldistricts and the clerk of each citjllage or town, any part syredby its assessed valuation divided by the assessment ratio of
of which is contained within anfatted school district. The refer thetaxation district, may file a written petition with the clerktius
endumshall be held in the territory of the school district proposeghool district in which theterritory is located requesting the

to be created by the regamization. detachmenof the territory from that school district and its attach

(c) In addition to the referendum under.g@y 3, a referendum mentto an adjoining school districfThe petition shall include a
shallbe held under pa) if par. (a) 3.applies and a petitioton  descriptionof the territorysuficiently accurate to determine its
forming to the requirements of 8.40requesting a referendum,locationin the school district in which it is located, as certified by
signedby at least 20% of the number of electors residing itethe the clerk of each citytown or village within which all or part of
ritory of the afected school districts, is filed with the clerk of thehe territory is located, and the number of pupils residing in that
affectedschool district with the lgest equalized valuatidrefore territory who, on the most recent of the preceding 3rd Friday of
the 2nd Tuesday of September following issuance of the beard3eptembepr 2nd Friday of Januaryere enrolled in thechool
order under su{2m) (c) district from which the territory is proposed to thetached, as cer

(d) If a referendum is required under ey, the school district tified by the clerk of that school district. Upon receipt of the-peti
clerk receiving the petitiorshall immediately notify the school tion, the school district clerkhall send a certified notice of the
boardsof each of the &cted school districts and the clerk of eacRetitionto the school board of the school districiuich the terd
city, village or town, any part of which is contained within afory is proposed to be attached and to the secretary of the board.
affectedschool district. The referendum shall be held in the-terri (3) ScHooL BOARD AcTION. In the first July beginning after
tory of the afected school districts as provided undetlsl.2Q0  receiptof a petition under suk(2), the school boards of the

(4) ORDER OF REORGANIZATION IF APPROVEDAT REFERENDUM. affectedschool districts may order the territory detached from the
If a majority of the votes cast in the referendum held under s@hooldistrict in which it is located and attached to the adjoining
(3) (b) in the territory of the school district proposed to be creatéghooldistrict bythe adoption, by each of those school boards, of
by the reoganization is irfavor of the creation of the proposecg resolution ordering the detachment and attachment. Failure of
schooldistrict, and a majority of the votes cast in the referendu@school board to adopt a resolution either ordering or denying the
held under sub(3) (d)in the territory of theffected school dis detachmentndattachment before August 1 constitutes a denial
trictsis in favor of the creation of the proposed school district, @f the reoganization by that school board. The school district
thetime of canvassing the returns #hool boards of thefatted ~clerk of eachschoolboard that adopts a resolution ordering or
schooldistricts shall make and file an order of school district-regdenyingthe reoganization under this subsectishall, within 5
ganizationunder s.117.17 (2) Thereoganization shall take daysafter the adoption of the resoluticsend a certified copy of
effecton the following July 1 unless the school board of the newlije resolution to the school board of the othéeeted school dis
created school district adopts dilds a resolution, as provided in trict and file a certified copy of the resolution as provided under
s.117.17 (2) stating that the reganization shall take fefct on the S.117.17 (2) If the school board of eachfedted school district
2ndJuly 1 following the order of reganization. adoptsa resolution ordering the detachment and attachrtfent,

(5) APPLICABILITY. This section does not apply to a gami- '€organizatiorshall take déct on the July 1 following the adop
zationthat would result in the creation afschool district that has tion of the resolutions, unless a referendum is required under sub.
the same boundaries that an existing school district would hav 4 )
territory were detached from one or masther school districts ~ (4) REFERENDUM. (@) Areferendum on the proposed iggui-
andattached to the existing school district undérl3.12117.13 zationshall be held if one of the following occurs before the 2nd
or 117.132unless the existing school distrigperates only ele Tuesdayof September followinghe adoption of a resolution
mentarygrades. undersub.(3):

(6) L IMITATION ON FURTHERREORGANIZATION. No school dis 1. The school board of eithefedfted school district directs
trict created by a reganization under this section may consolithe holding of a referendum.
datewith anotheischool district under §17.080r117.09 or have 2. A petition conforming to the requirements of840
all of its territory attached to another school district under sequestinga referendum, signed by latast 10% of the electors
117.10117.110r117.132 within 10 years aftehe efective date who reside in either &cted school district, is filed with theerk
of the reoganization under this section. This subsection does ruftthe school district from which the territory is proposed to be
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detached. The validity of the petition shall be governed by the (4) AppPeaLTOPANEL. If the detachment and attachment of ter
rulespromulgated under 8.40 (3) ritory is deniedby either school board under s¢B), a majority

(b) If a referendum is directed or a petition requesting a-refé&f the electors residing in the territory e owners of 50% or
endumis filed under pasa), the school district clerk of the schoolmoreof the territory may appeal the denial to an appeal panel by
board adopting the resolution or the school district clerk receivifilnd notice of appeal with the secretary of the board before the
the petition shall immediatelpotify the school board of the otherMarch 15 following the denial. The secretary of the beduall
affectedschool district, the secretaoy the board and the clerk of S€nda copy of the notice of appeal to the school board of each
eachcity, village or town, any part of which is contained withirffectedschool district. Except as provided undeb.(5), the
anaffected school district. The referendum shall be held in t@@pealpanel shall issue aorder either dirming the school
affectedschool districts as provided undel$7.20 Votes shall board'sdenial of the proposed regmization or ordering adr

be counted separately for eactfieated school district. any part of the territory described in the petition ursies.(2)
(5) REFERENDUMRESULTS. If a majority of the votes cast in detachedfrom the school district irwhich it is located and

eachaffected school district is ifavor of the rearanization. the attachedo the adjoining school district. The order shall be issued
reorganizatiorshall take dect on the foIIowingcznguIy 1 A:Ilhe beforethe June 15 following the filing of the notice of appeal. The

time of canvassing the returns, tehool boards of thefatted ordershall bein writing, shall include a statement of reasons for

schooldistricts shall make and file an order of school district—reoﬁheorder and shall be ﬁ.led as provided undes.17 (2) If thg
ganizationunder s117.17 (2) appealpanel orders territory detached from one school district and

History: 1989 a. 14, 192 attachedo an adjoining school district, the rganizationshall
takeeffect on the following July 1.

117.12 Detachment and attachment of small territory (5) BoarDREVIEW. () If more thamne appeal to detach terri
initiated by owner. (1) AppLicaTioN. This section appliem tory from a single school district is filed undsub.(4) before
the detachment of territory from one school distentl its attach March15 and any of the followingpplies, the board shall review
mentto an adjoining school district if all of the following apply:all of those appeals:

(a) The assessed value of the territory proposés detached 1. The total assessedluation of the territory proposed to be
from one school district and attached to an adjoining school d¢tachedinder the appeals, divided by the assessment ratio of the
trict, divided by the assessment ratio of the taxation district, is |é8¥ationdistrict, is equal to or greater than 7% of the equalized val
than 7% of the equalized valuation of the school district frodationof the school district from which the territory is proposed
which it is proposed to be detached. to be detached.

(b) Less tharv% of the enrollment of the school district from 2. The total number of pupils residing in the territory-pro
which the territory is proposed to be detached resides in the tep@sedto be detached under the appeals who, on the most recent
tory proposed to be detached from that school district. of the preceding 3rd Friday of September or 2nd Friday of-Janu

(2) PeTITION. A majority ofthe electors residing in the terri ary, were enrolled in the schodlstrict from which the territory
tory described undesub.(1) or owners of 50% or more of that-ter is proposed e detached is equal to or greater than 7% of that

ritory may file a written petition with the clerk of the school—disSChOOId'St“CtS. gnrollmer?t. ) )
trict in which theterritory is located requesting the detachment of (am) In addition to reviewing appeals described under(ppr
the territory from that school district and itsttachment to an theboard shall review an appeal if any of the following applies:
adjoiningschool district. The petition shall include a description 1. The assessed valuation of the territory proposed to be
of the territory suffciently accurate to determine its locatiortiie  detachedinder the appeal, divided by the assessment ratio of the
schooldistrict in which it islocated, as certified by the clerk oftaxation district, when added the total assessed valuation of all
eachcity, town or village withinwhich all or part of the territory territory detachedrom that school district in the 2 years preceding
is located, and the number of pupils residing in that territory white date on which the petition was filed under g@h. divided by
on the most recent of the preceding 3rd Friday of Septembertioe appropriateassessment ratios, is equal to or greater than 2%
2nd Friday of Januaryvere enrolled in the school district fromof the school district equalized valuation.
whichthe territory is proposed to be detached, as certified by the 2. The number of pupils residing in the territory proposed to
clerk of that school district. Upon receipt of the petitidne be detached undéneappeal who are included in the enroliment
schooldistrict clerk shall send a certified copy of the petition tef the school district from which the territory is proposed to be
the school board of the school districthich the territory is pro  detachedwhen added to the number of pupils who resided in terri
posedto be attached and to the secretary of the board. tory detached from that school district, and were included in pre
(3) ScHooL BOARD ACTION. In the first February beginning vious enroliments of that schodistrict, in the 2 years preceding
afterreceipt of a petition undeub.(2), the school boards of the the date on which the petition was filed unsieb.(2), constitute
affectedschool districts may order the territory detached from 296 or more of the school distristenroliment.
schooldistrict in which it is located and attached to the adjoining (b) The secretargf the board shall notify the school board of
schooldistrict bythe adoption, by each of those school boards, echaffected school district and each owner or elector who signed
aresolution ordering the reganization. Before adopting a reso the notice of appeal under su@,) that the appeair appeals will
lution under this subsection that grants or denies thgae@a- bereviewed by the board under this subsection rather than by an
tion, each school board shall give the electors and owners wdppealpanel under sul§4). The board shall issue an order either
signedthe petitionunder sub(2) an opportunity to meet with the affirming the school boards’ denial of all or aaf/the proposed
schoolboard to present their reasons for the proposedarima- reorganizationsunder par(a) or the proposed reganization
tion. Failure of a school board to adopt a resolution before Manshderpar (am) or ordering all or any part of the territory described
1 either ordering or denying the rganization constitutes a denialin all or any of the petitions under s) or included in the appeal
of the reoganization by the school boar@he school district clerk filed under par(am)detached from the school district in which
of each schodboard adopting a resolution under this subsectiéslocated andttached to an adjoining school district. In addition
thatorders or denies a rg@mization shall, within 5 days after theto the criteria under 4.17.15 in making its decision the board also
adoptionof the resolution, send a certified copy of the resoluticghall consider the éct thatthe proposed detachments under par
to the school board of the othefeafted school district and file a (a), taken as avhole, will have on the school district from which
certified copy of the resolution as provided undet7.17 (2) theterritory is proposed to be detached, or the cumulatieetef
If the school board of eactexfted school district adopts a resoluon that school district of the proposed detachment undg(apay
tion ordering the detachment and attachment, th@aaization The boards order shall be issued before the June 15 following the
shalltake efect on the following July 1. filing of the notice of appeal. The order shall be in writing, shall
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includea statement of reasons for the order and shall be filedtas school districof territory that is located wholly in a county
providedunder s117.17 (2) If the boardbrders territory detached with a population of more than 325,000 and less than 500,000.
from one school district and attached to an adjoining school dis (1m) DeriniTions. In this section:
t”ﬁt’tth? rl%gganlliaztgc;n shall take fefct on the following July 1. (a) “Annexed” means annexed or attached undé621

b allows the tetac £6.022 66.023 66.024 66.0250r 66.027

Sub. (1) allows the detachment of “island” parcels from school districts whic . .
adjoin. A detached parcel need not adjoin the school district to which it is attached. (b) “Less than 50% of the land in the annetaxdtory is devel

StockbridgeSchool Dist. vDPI, 202 W (2d) 214, 550 NW (2d) 96 (1996). oped” means that on the date of annexatiess than 50% of the
. landin the annexed territorgs measured by geographic area, is
117.13 Detachment and attachment of small territory occupied by permanentimprovements, including buildings,

initiated by school boards. (1) ApPLICATION. This section gireetssidewalks, parking lots, drivewaysewers or utilities, or
appliesto the detachmerf territory from one school district and g incidental to such improvements.

its attachment to an adjoining school district if all of the following (©) “Municipality” meansany city o village any portion of

apply: (A X .
(a) The assessed value of the territory proposed to be deta i ,I&)l%;?]%altggsThgncggg%gglat has a population of more than

from one school district and attached to an adjoining school dis d) “Municioal school district” hool district wh
trict, divided by the assessment ratio of the taxation district, is less(d) “Municipal school dis fict means a scnoo’ district whose
than 7% of the equalized valuation of the school district froﬁgrrltorylncludes more than 50% of the territory of a municipality

which the territory is proposed to be detached. asmeasured by geographic area.

(b) Less thar% of the enroliment of the school district from__ (2) INITIATION OF PROCEDURES. (@) If territory is annexed to a

; ; ; ; : unicipality, the territory is not included in the municipal school
\t/;?;/cgrt;lsofégtgybles gé?ggﬁ:g ftfo%etﬂgiicchheodo{%?ls?ﬁ;}n the te istrict and less than 50% of the laimthe annexed territory is

2) S Th hool boards of 2 adioini developedthe school board of the municipal school district may
scho)oI di:tﬁgthBcri?;; ?J?gle()ererrit%rS;/C d%ct)acr?:cri ?r(c))m (?néo'(';'f'ntga@pta resolution requesting the school board of the school dis
schooldistricts and attached to the other school district by t ict in which the annexed territory is located to meet with it to dis

. . : fissthe detachment of the annexed territory from the satisol
adoption by each of the school boards, of a resolution ordering )€ i which it is located and its attachmentthe municipal

detachmentand attachment. The resolution shall include &pqo|gistrict. The resolution shall include a description of the

descriptionof the territorysuficiently accurate to determine its o jtory suficiently accurate to determine its location in the

Itﬁcatllonkln fthe ShCh.?Ol .‘le'St”Ct |ntwh|ch Itthls Ioché.‘tid' I?S certified P¥chooldistrict in which it is located, as certified by the clerk of the
eclerk oreach cityvillage or town within which all or any part 5 nneyingmunicipality The clerkof the municipal school district

of the territory is located, and the number of pupils residing in t e :
territory who, on the most recent of the preceding 3rd Friday%?a”send a certified copy of the resolutimnthe school board of

Septembeor 2nd Friday of Januaryere enrolled in thechool eschool districin which the annexed territory is located, to all

Al : " : ownersof territory located in the annexed territory and to the sec
district from which the territory is proposed to teetached, as cer retaryof the board.

tified by the clerk of that school district. Prior to adopting a resolu (b) If territory is annexed to a municipality and the territory is

tion under this subsection, the school board of eafdctefi included in th cinal school district. th ¢
schooldistrict shall give thelectors residing in and the owners of/0tINcluded in the municipal school district, the owners of more
theterritory notice of the proposed rganization and an opportu thatt.nS%@gf Bhg atnhnexed terntor?zs ;nea?ltjk:edt by 'tt.s a?js.ets.s?d val
nitv to meet with the school boar resent [eason inst uationdivided by theassessment ratio of the taxation district, may
ty to meet with the school board to present reasons Bgainst ile a written petition with thelerk of the school district in which

the proposed reganization. The school district clerk of eac . - A
schoolboard that adopts a resolution under this subsection shilf lerritory is located requesting the detachnwribe annexed
ritory from the school district in which it is located and its

within 5 days after adopting the resolution, send a certified co e o -

of the resolution to the school board of ttker afected school attachmento the municipal school district. The petition shall
districtand filea certified copy of the resolution as provided unddpcludea descriptiorof the territory suficiently accurate to deter
s.117.17 (2) If the school board of each of théeated school Mine its location in the school district in whitlis located, as cer

districts adoptsa resolution ordering the detachment and attacjified by the clerk of the annexing municipalitypon receipof

ment, the reganization shall take fefct on the first July fter the petition, the school district clerk shall send a certified copy of

the March 1 followingthe adoption of the resolutions, unless afperesolution to the school board of the municipal school district,

appealis filed under sub(3). to all owners of territory located in the annexed territory and to the

(3) ApPEALTOPANEL. A majority ofthe electors residing in or secretanof the board. ) _—
the owners of 50% or more of the territory detached from one, (3) SCHOOLBOARDACTION. In the first July beginning after the

schooldistrict and attached to an adjoinisghool district under 2doptionof a resolution under suf2) (&) or the receipt of a peti
b(2 Ith ization t | | by filingtion under sub2) (b), the school boards of thdfedted school dis
sub.(2) may appeal the reganization to an appeal panel by filing, ts may order theerritory detached from the school district in

notice of appeal with the secretary of the board before the fitéiCts ma - 2
March 15 following the adoption of the resolution under gap. W ichit is located andttached to the municipal school district by

The secretary of the board shall send a copy of the notice of apF;Egpdoptlon, by each of the school boards, of a resolution ordering
to the school board of eactfedted schoolistrict. If an appeal the€detachment and attachmefailure of a school board to adopt

is filed under this subsection, the appeahel shall issue an order? résolution before August 1 either ordering or denying the
detachingall or any part of the territory described in the resolutiofiet@chmenand attachment constitutaslenial of the reganiza-
adoptedunder sub(2) from the school district in which it is ton by that school board. The school distelerk of each school

locatedandattaching it to the adjoining school district, or denyingé"’:_rdadoming aresolution under this subsection that orders or
thereoganization. The order shall be issued before the JuneUgiesthe reoganizationshall, within 5 days after adopting the

following the filing of the notice of appeal. The order shall be {fSolution,send a certified copy of the resolution to the school
writing, shall include a statement of reasons forattier and shall oardof the other décted schoatlistrict and to each of the owners
befiled as provided under $17.17(2). If the appeal panelfains of territory in the annexed territory and file a certified copy of the

the school boards’ ordehe reoganization shall take fefctonthe ~ fésolutionas provided under §17.17 (2) If the school boardf
following July 1. eachaffected school district adopts a resolution under this subsec

History: 1989 a. 14, tion ordering the detachment and attachment, thgam@ation
shalltake efect on the following July 1.
117.132 Territory annexed to certain municipalities. (4) BoarDREVIEW. (a) The board shall review a rganiza-

(1) AppLicaTiON. This section applies to the proposed attachmetiin proposed under this section if one of the following occurs:
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1. Lessthan 50% of the land in the annexed territory is devebe included in a new school district undet7.105 whether the
oped,one of the school boards under si#).adopts a resolution proposedietachment will have any adversgeef on the program
ordering the reoganization, the other school board denies thmurrentlyoffered by the school district from whithe territory is
reorganizatiorand, before the following September 1, either oproposedo be detached, including both curricular and extracur
the school boards files a petition with the secretary ofttba&rd ricular aspects of that program.
requestingboard review of the proposed rganization. (3) Thetestimony of and writtestatements filed by the resi

2. Before the September 1 following the grantinglenying dentsof the afected school districts.

of the proposed reganization under suf8), the owners of more  (4) Theestimated fiscal &fct of the proposerkoganization
than50% of the annexed territorys measured by its assessed vabn the afected school districts, including thefedt of theappor
uationdivided by the assessment ratio of the taxation disfitet, tionmentof assets and liabilities.

a petition with the secretary of theardrequesting board review (5) Whetherthe proposed reganization willmake any part

of the proposed reganization. of a school distric§ territory noncontiguous.
(b) If a petition requesting review is filed under.gay 1, the (6) The socioeconomic level and racial composition of the

secretaryof the board shall immediately notifiie school board ; ; ; a ;
S -~ pupils who reside or will reside in territory proposed to be
of the other décted school district and eaohthe owners of teAi  jatachedrom one school district and attached to an adjoining

tory in the annexed territonif a petition requesting review is filed s .p 5 o1district, in territory proposed to be included in a new school
unc_ier%ar (ar)] Z’I tt)he ge?reta%/e;:f)[f Ejhe anlrg.sh_all 'gTed'aﬁeIXistrictunder $117.1050r in school districts proposed to be con
P‘?lt'fy.t e %C 0o ij‘lrs ?1 e%c de hsﬁl ool district. gore .thesolidated or in achooldistrict proposed to be dissolved; the-pro
ollowing January 15the board shall issue an order eithep,iqn of the pupils who reside in such territory who are children
affirming the denial of the proposed rganization or detaching ayrisk as defined under £18.153 (1) (a)and the déct that the

all or part of the annexed territory described in the resolution Q' qescribed in this paragraph will have e present and
petition under sub(2) from the school district in which it iS {,re socioeconomic level amdcial composition of the fafcted

locatedand attaching it to the municipal school district. Thgqogistricts and on the proportion of théeatted school dis
board’sorder shall be in writing, shaliclude a statement of rea tricts’ enroliments that will be children at risk.

sonsfor the order and shall be filed as provided undédg.17
(2). If the board orders territory detached from the school distric (ith)r;l'—hlegggzsaulf Zgﬁigg?raeggnd“m held under1s.10
in which it is located and attached to the municipal school dIStrICtOn review of adecision Ljnder this section, the only issues to be considered are

the reoganization shall take fefct on the following July 1. whetherthe reoganization authority acted within its jurisdiction and whether the
History: 1989 a. 14; 1991 a. 269 determinatiorwas arbitrary andapricious. While an authority is bound to consider
all the factors enumerated in this section, it may consider information from other
sourcesjncluding matters within its knowledge and expertise. School District of

117.14 Appeal to court. (1) Any person aggrieved e  \waukesha. SDBAB, 201 W (2d) 109, 548 NW (2d) 122 (Ct. App. 1996).
denial of a consolidation under $17.08 (2)or 117.09 (2) the
granting of a detachment and attachment of territory urgler 117.17 Reorganization order. (1) CONTENTS; EFFECTIVE
117.11(3) or any order of theoard or an appeal panel under thisare. (a) Every order of school district reganization under s.
chaptemay within 30 days after copies of the order are filed with17.08 117.090r 117.105that creates a new school district shall
the secretary of the board unded7.17 (2) appeal the order to statethe school districts which are dissolved or from which-terri
acircuit court as follows: tory is detached to create the new school district, name the new
(a) If the order is issued under $47.08 117.090r117.1Q the  schooldistrict, statehe type of school district and the grades to
appealshall be filed with the circuit court of any county in whictbe taught by the new school district pursuant t61%.01 (2) (3)
anyterritory of any dected school district is located. and(5), designate the number of school board members under s.
(b) If the order is issued under $47.105t0 117.132 the 120.01or 120.41 designate the ternef initial members of the
appealshall be filed with the circuit court of any county in whictpchoolboard under £20.02 (3) (a)designate the method of elec
any of the territory proposetb be detached from one schoolkdistion of school board members undet80.060r120.42 direct the
trict and attached to, or included in, another school district Bjection of school board members under29.06or120.42 inso
locatedor with the circuit court of any county imhich any terd  far as applicable, designate the date of the first election of school
tory of the school district to which the territory is proposed to Heardmembers, as provided underl$7.22 (2) (b)and fixthe
attachedor the school district that is proposed to be creased,time and place for the first annual meeting of the new school dis
located. trict, if one is to be held. The secretary of the board shall give

(2) A person appealingnder this section shall serve a writte otice of the firstannualmeeting, if one is to be held, under s.
notice of appeal stating specificalthe grounds upon which therTZO:OS(l) (c) and shall designateprson to act as temporary
appealis based on the secretary of theard and file the notice chairpersorof the annual meetm_g u_ntll a cha_lrpe_rson is elected.
with the clerk of the circuit court. (b) Every order ofschool district re@anization under s.

History: 1989 a. 14, 287: 1997 a. 286 117.10that dissolves a school district shall state the school district

thatis dissolved and describe the territagsets and liabilities of

117.15 Criteria for school district reorganizations. In theschool district. Every order athool district re@anization
makinganydecision under s417.08t0 117.132 a school board, issuedunder s117.10 (4)shall describe the territgrgssets and
theboard and an appeal panel shall consider the following factbabilities allocated to each other school district under that subsec
asthey afect the educational welfare of all of the children residintion.
in all of the afected school districts, and may consider other (bm) Every order of school district reganization undes.
appropriatefactors: 117.105shall describe the territory of the school distrittsn

(1) Thegeographical and topographical characteristics of thehich territory is detachetb create the new school district, state
affectedschool districts, including the estimated travel time to arile school district created by the order and describe the territory
from school for pupils in the school districts. of the school district created by the order

(2) Theeducational needs of all of the children residing in the (c) Every order of school districeoiganization under ss.
affected school districts, the educational programs currentfyl7.11to 117.132shall state the school districts from which any
offeredby each d&ctedschool district and the ability and cem territory is detached and the school district to which any territory
mitmentof each school district tmeet those needs and continués attached and describe the territory
to offer those educational programs. (d) Every order of school district regmnization shall state the

(2m) If territory is proposedo be detached from one schooldateon which itis to take d&ct. The date shall be as specified
district and attached to an adjoining school district or proposedunderss.117.08t0117.132and117.27 (1) If an appeal is made
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to court under s117.14 the court may stay enforcement under s. 1. The clerk of the &cted school district that has the highest
227.540f the ordeiif a showing is made that there is substanti@qualizedvaluation, ifan order of regranization is issued under
probability that the party seeking review will prevail on the merits. 117.08or 117.105

andwill suffer irreparable harm if a stay is not granted. 2. The clerk of theffected union high school district, if an
(2) FLNG. A certified copy of any resolution or ordgmrant  orderof reoganization is issued under1s7.09

ing, afiirming or denying a reganizationshall be filed, within 5 (b) Anorderof school district reganization issued under s.

daysafter it is adopted or issued, with the secretary of the boajd7 ogor 117.09shall designate the date of the first election of

Uponreceipt of the resolution or ordéine secretary of the boardschoolboard members, which shall be not later thanahths

shallimmediately place on it the date upon whitclvas received. ; ;
If the resolution or orderfaims or grants a reganization, within ?gtrﬁ)r the efective date of the ordeexcept as provided under par

5 days after receipt of the resolutionayder the secretary of the N

boardshall send, by certifiethail, a certified copy of the reselu (b_m) If an_order of reganization is issuednder s117.10%

tion or order to the clerk of each itgillage, town or countyany the_flrst ele_ctlon of s_chool board members shall be held at the
partof which is contained within anfatted school district. ~ SPringelection following the referendum under1$7.105 (3)

(3) PRESUMPTION;VALIDITY OF ORDER. (a) A reoganization (cm) No election under pafb) may be held after February 1
order shall be presumptive evidenoéthe facts recited therein @ndbefore the date of the spring election, afier September 1
andof the proceedings preliminary to the issuance of the .ordetndbefore the date of a general election held in the same year

(b) The failure of any dicer to perform aluty imposed upon ~ (d) Atleast 12 weeks prior the date of the election, the school
him or her by this chapter does ndeatf the validity of a regiani- district clerk shall publish a type A noticé the school board elec
zationorder otherwise lawfully made, but thdicér is subject to tion, under s10.01 (2)(a). No later than 5 p.m. on the date 10
s.946.12 weeksprior to the election, any qualified elector of the schoal dis

History: 1989 a. 14; 1993 a. 3921997 a. 286 trict created by the reganization may file with the school district

clerk a sworn declaratioaf candidacy for the school board and,

117.20 Referendum procedures. (1) If a referendum is if required, nomination papers, as providader s120.06 (6) (k)
requiredunder ss117.08to117.11 it shall be held on thetiesday For purposes of this paragraph, a candigdie resides in the ter
afterthe first Monday in November following receipt of the petiritory of the school district created pursuant to agaoization
tion or adoption of the resolution underl$7.08 (3) (2)117.09 unders.117.105and is otherwise a qualified elector shall be-con
(3) (2)117.10 (3) (apr1l7.11 (4) (a) If a referendum is required sidereda qualified elector for a school board election under par
unders. 117.105 it shall be held on theuEsday after the first (pm). A candidate shall file an amended declaration with the
Mondayin the 2nd November following receipt of the petition 05chooldistrict clerk as provideith s.120.06 (6) (h) Within 8 days
adoptionof the resolution under $17.105 (1) after the first election in theewly created school district, the

(2) The clerk of each dected school district shall publish schooldistrict clerk shall notify the successful candidates of their
notice,as required under 8.55 in the territory of that school dis election. On the 2nd iesday following the election, the clerk
trict. The procedures for school board elections unde2&06  shalladminister or receivthe oficial oath and the newly elected
(5), (9), (112), (13) and(14) apply toa referendum held under thismembersshall take dfce.
section. The school board and school district clerk of each (e) If a primary election for the school board positions is

affectedschool districshall each perform, for that school diStriCtrequiredunder $120.06 (7) (b)it shall be held on the day which

the functionsassigned to the school board and the school district . .
clerk, respectivelyunder those subsections. The fafthe bal 1€Y weeks before the election, except that if the school board elec

lot shall correspond to the form prescribed by the elections bo%P dignhfrlg ((er;thng ﬂ? g ggtqgrgggfrarli electéo#,t;féeszﬂ?;rﬁgggl
underss.5.64 (2)and7.08 (1) (a) The clerkof each dkcted Y P primay

schooldistrict shall file with the secretary of the board a certifieﬁIeCtioniS held on the day of the spring electian, the primary shall

statemenprepared by the schodistrict board of canvassers of € heldop the day of the spring P””.“awThe school district clerk
theresults of the referendum in that school district. shall notify the clerk of each cifyillage or town.any part of
History: 1989 a. 14 1997 a. 286 which is contained withiran afected school district, of the pri

mary election. The school districerk shall give the notices

117.22 School boards in new school districts. unders.120.06 (8) (cpn the Monday before the primary election,
(1) JOINT INTERIM SCHOOLBOARDS. (a) If school districts are cen if one is held, and on the Monday before the school board election.
solidatedunder s117.08or 117.09 the school boards of the con  (f) Costs chayeable to the school district under 568 and
solidating school districts shall constitute the joint interim scho@l03 shall become a chge upon the new school district atied
boardof the new school district. schoolboard of the new school district shall pay all such costs.

(b) The joint interim school board under ffaj constitutes the ~ (3) INELIGIBILITY. Any person elected to a school boardiin
schoolboard of the new school district beginning on the followinglectionunder sub(2) (bm)who is also a member of the school
date: boardof an afected school district is not eligible to serve as a

1. If no referendum is required, on the Zhuksday of Sep memberof the school board for the school district created by the
temberfollowing the adoption of the resolution undets7.08 (2) reorganizatiorunless the persarsigns as a member of the school
or117.09 (2) boardof the afected school distrigbrior to receiving the €itial

2m. If a referendum is required unded$7.08 (3)or117.09 oathof office under sub(2) (d).
(3), on the 31st day following the date the order ofganization  History: 1989 a. 14, 287, 1993 a. 3921997 a. 286
is filed under s117.08 (4)or 117.09 (4)

(c) The joint interim schodboard shall constitute the schooll17-25 Transfer of assets, liabilities and employes;
boardof the new school district until a school board is elected af"€€Ments between consolidating school districts.
qualifiedunder sub(2). The joint interim school board shhkve ConsoLipations. On the eective date of a consolidation of
all the powers and duties of a school board elected for the scrgglo0! districts under s117.08or 117.09 all of the following
district. Any action by the joint interim school board requires &PPIY:

affirmative vote of a majority of a quorum of the joint interim (a) The school districts that were consolidated cease to exist.

board. (b) Title to all property and the assets of the school districts
(2) ScHooLBOARD ELECTIONS. (@) Inthis subsection, “school underpatr (a) become vested in the new consolidated schoel dis
district clerk” means: trict.
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(c) Claims, obligations and contractstoe school districts  (b) Any person who wishes to exercise his or her priority under
underpar (a) become claims, obligations and contracts of the negvar.(a) shall notify the schodlistrict that is created by the rgar

consolidatedschool district. nization,in writing, thathe or she wishes to be considered for any
(d) 1. Employes of the school districts unger (a) become Newposition or vacant position and shiatlude in the notice the
employesof the new consolidated school district. addresdo be used by the school district to notify the person of
chpositions.

2. Thenew consolidated school district assumes the ri rﬁ%.
g istory: 1989 a. 14, 287, 1995 a. 2%.9145 (1) 1997 a. 27286

a.anb"gatlons of the SChOOl dI_St_rICtS under. |()a)‘, under the pI‘O Therelief aforded in sub. (2) (b) applies to teachers lafcafter May8, 1990 as
visions of any collective baaining agreement that appli&® theresult of reayanization, regardless of the authority under which theyesiza-
theseemployes. tion was initiated. Laid dfteachers may maintain a private action for daméges

. L N . violation of sub. (2) (b) as that provision creates a rigliriag priority, but not a
3. The collective bajainingagreement remains infe€t until  remedy.Anderson vSchool District of Ashland,81 Ws. 2d502, 510 NW (2d) 822

the expiration date of thagreement or until a new collective bar (Ct. App. 1993).
gainingagreement between the school district @ptesentatives o )
of these employes isfettive, whichever occurs first. 117.27 Change of district type. (1) A common orunion
(1m) CONSOLIDATIONS; AGREEMENTSTO CONTINUE PROGRAMs  Nigh school district may be changiedo a unified school district,
ORFACILITIES. (a) A written agreement between the school board@nified school districoperating only high school grades may be
of 2 or more schoatlistricts that are considering consolidatingh@ngednto a union high school district, and a unified school dis
unders.117.080r 117.09to continue operating a programfacil- ~ tict operating only elementary grades or both elementary and
ity at a specific location for a specified period after consolidatidfigh schoolgrades may be changed into a common school district,
not to exceed 5 years, shall be binding upon the joint interifn@t/€ast 30 days prior to the spring election a petition conforming
schoolboard of the new school distrishder s117.22and any [© the requirements of 8.40requesting the chaggeﬂled with
subsequentlglected school board of the new school district. THBE School district clerk signed by at least 10% of étectors
schooldistrict clerk of the school district with the Gest equal residingin the school district. The validity of the petition shall be
ized valuation shall file a copy of the agreemaerith the state 90Verneddy the rules promulgated undess0 (3)
superintendent. (2) (a) The petition shall state that the school board of the pre

(b) Ten or more electors of the new school district may joint cessoschool district shall become the first school board of the
petition the circuit court of the county in which any portion of thaUccessor school district. Upon receipt of the petition, the school

hool district is located t n t urate 'i.strictclerk sha!l publish a plass 1 n_otia:mder ch985, of the
g})\lec oot district s focated fo eniorce an agreemen ' filing of the petition. The notice shall include the date, time and

placeat which the school boasthall hold a public hearing on the

(2) DETACHMENT AND ATTACHMENT OF TERRITORY. When terr ; ;
tory is detached from one school district and attached to an -adj h%prcizﬁﬂg Tj%\rt]g%f J]gesgﬁibnlg ggiggﬁ.shaﬂ be held at least 7 days

ing school district under s$17.11t0117.132 all of the following (b) The school district clerk shall include in the notice of the

apply: \ ; ’ o
. . i Springelection a statement that the election ballot will include a
unc(i?a)rs'.A\GSGS.%t??oarllnt?ugaeg::ttli(\e/sé z':;s'g]tﬁg ﬁgsgﬁizsgt?gril districtsyestionon the change requested by the petition. o of the

ballot shall correspondo the form prescribed by the elections

~ (b) 1. Any employef the school district from which territory hoardunder ss5.64 (2)and7.08 (1) (a)and the question dhe
is detached who is laid bés a result of the reganization has paJiot shall be:

priority over other persons, except employes of the school districtugp, 4 the
to which the territory is attached and former employes of thgi it structl.J.
schooldistrict who were laid dffrom that school district, for 3 N
yearsafter the dctive date of the regranization for new posi Yes... No...

tions and vacant positions for whidte or she is qualified in the  (3) If a majority of the electors voting at the spring election
schooldistrict to which the territory is attached. votein favor of the change, the school board shall issue an order

f school district regranization efective on the July 1 following

2. Any person who wishes to exercise his or her priority un . h - .
subd.1. shall notify the school district to which the territory iz%e springelection. A certified copy of the order shall be filed as
H{,owdedunder s117.17 (2)

attachedin writing, that he or she wishes to be considered for a o
new position or vacant position and shialtlude in the notice the ~ (4) Whenthe type of school district is changed, all property

addresgo be used by the school district to notify the person 8fsets, claims, contractmbilities and obligations of the prede
suchpositions. cessorschool district become the properassets, claims, cen

(3) DissoLuTIoNs. If the board dfrms the school boarg'dis tracts,liabilities and obligations of the successor school district.

) . History: 1983 a. 271985 a. 2181985 a. 225557, 82; 1985 a. 3321989 a. 14
solutionorder under s117.10 (4) the board order shall SPECify s {1 Siuts. 1660 510 291560 & 168 & 22> a.3371989 2

that eithersub.(1) (d) 1.or (2) (b) applies to employes of the €is A nonbinding resolution declaring intent to purchase real estate in the future does
solvedschool district and shall identify the other school district (@Otcreate an “obligation” under sub. (4). Perritt Ltd. Partnershf@mosha Unified

schooldistrictsthat shall be treated as the new consolidated schocc)rI")OIDiStriCt #1,153 F 3d 489 (1998).

district or school district to which territory is attached for the-pur17 35 Attachment upon failure to operate school. (1)

posesof sub.(1) (d) 1.or (2) (b). If the boards order identifies ) Except as provided under pafis) and(c), if a school district

morethan one such school district, it shall also identify which égr 2 or more successive years has failed to operafieient

theemployes of the dissolved school district become emplulyes;;sseqt each grade level to provide all pupils who reside in the
‘A’h'Ch of t_r:e f'dem'f'eld SChO?I. d'sr']t.”?]ts :Phde“.’g'(lt)f.(dg 1’r?r | Schooldistrict an opportunity tattend class at the appropriate
d%\{ﬁcﬁgmé’erosruimzp oty)/men Invhich of the identimed SChool 4 adelevel, the board shall attach the territory of the schoel dis
(2) (b) o trict to one or more school districts that do soithif 60 daysof

(4) Creations. When a schootlistrict is created under s. thedate on which a school district becomes subject to this section,
117.105 all of the following apply: the state superintendent shall so notify the school district clerk and

(&) Any employe of a school district fromhich territory is theclerk of each municipality in whicpart of the school district
detached by the regainization whas laid off as a result of the lies. Prior to August 30 of the year in which the school district
reorganizatiorhas priority over other persons for 3 years dfter becomessubject to this section, the board shall issue an order of
effectivedate of the reganization for new positions and vacanschool district re@anization attaching the school district to one
positionsfor which he or she is qualified in the school district thair more operating school districts. Orders issued under this sec
is created by the reganization. tion take efect upon being filed as provided in.7.17 (2) The

.. (namef school district) be a .... (type of school
re set forth in the petition)?
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schoolboardof each district to which any territory is attachedesidein the school district an opportunity to attend class at the
underthis section shall levy and collect a special tax against tappropriategrade level before the eraf the first school year
propertyin the territory so attached feuch amount as is payablebeginningafter the eective date of theeoganization under s.
for tuition and transportation, at the time of the attachment, by th&7.105 plus the periodf any extension granted under.aj,
schooldistrict in which the attached territory was locapeibr the boards order under pa¢a) shallreattach the territory of the
thereto, in the proportion that the equalize@luation of the schooldistrict to each of the school districts fravhich the terr
attachedterritory bearsto the total equalized valuation of thetory was detached by the rganization under €.17.105 unless
schooldistrictin which such territory was located prior to suchhe school district from which the territory was detached is ne lon
attachment. geran operating school district.

NOTE: Par. (a) is shown as affected by two acts of the 1997 legislaand (3) If an order issued under this section is voided, the nonoper

asmerged by the evisor undet . 13.93 (2) (o) ing school district shall arrange for the attendance of its pupils
(b) Before the end of the first school year beginning after t the schools of one or more other school districts on a nonresi

effective date of a regranization under s117.105 the school denttuition basis, and shall provide transportation to and from

board of the school district created lile reoganization may . X .
requesthedepartment to extend the 2-year time period under p%QChSChc’OlS by the methods provided irl21.55for all of its

(a) by one year The department may grant the extension, and m p.llls Wh?(jresgje 2h mlltt)as.or mgrehfrom the school thﬁy zal_taend.
renew theextensiorfor additional one—year periods, if the depart,. til a valid or efru zs eerxl;sug ,the nogoperat_lng dSC o0RdIS
mentdetermines that the school board has adequate plans ar{qq%;nay USe suctun ds on hand as lave een raise c;r apprc;]prl
making adequate progress toward operatingicight classes at 2.coior operation and maintenanoelevy taxes to pay for suc
eachgrade level to provide all pupils who reside in the schoel dig/ition and transportation. Hn order is voided, the board shall

trict an opportunity to attend class at the appropriate grade leVeyHe New orders of school district rgamization within the
L - sutceedingear
(c) If a school district created underl4.7.105fails to operate ™ igiorv- 1979 ¢. 3031983 a. 271989 a. 145.13 Stats. 1989 5.17.30:1995

sufficient classes at each grade level to provatlepupils who  a. 27s.9145 (1) 1997 a. 27286, s. 13.93 (2) (c).
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